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On behalf of the Joint Grants Committee, the United Church of
Canada Foundation Board is pleased to announce the following

grants made through its Fall 2025 granting cycle.

The Seeds of Hope Granting Program:

29 grants were awarded in the 2025 Fall round of the Seeds of Hope Granting program at the

United Church of Canada Foundation totalling $176,850. These grants are:

Indigenous & Reconciliation Programs

From the C. Jean Moore Endowment Fund

$5,000 to Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre (Beausejour, MB) in support of the Mental Health
First Aid Training for Ministry students project.

SSSC is planning a Learning Circle on Mental Health First Aid from March 17-20, 2026 for their
Ministry Training students. It would give their ministry students the opportunity to participate in
the training with their peers, feel the support of our Keeper of the Learning (Instructor) and
Keeper of the Circle (Principal) and utilize these tools to serve their home communities, support
the families struggling with mental health crises and support their personal mental health.

From the Watkins Fund for Innovative Ministries with Senior Adults

$12,500 to Central United Church (Calgary, AB) in support of the Walking Together: A Path of
Reconciliation and Renewal project.

The Indigenous Wellness Hub pilot at Central Outreach Hub represents the first phase of a
developing Indigenous-led navigation and cultural support model. This model envisions a space
where Elders, Knowledge Keepers, and Indigenous Peer Support Workers provide ceremony,
mentorship, and navigation toward housing, health, and spiritual care. Through monthly
Indigenous Wellness Days and cultural gatherings, the pilot builds the foundation for a
permanent, community-led Indigenous Navigation Hub grounded in faith, reconciliation, and
belonging.
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From the Robertson Trust

$4,000 to Knox United Church (Brandon, MB) in support of the Decolonizing Sexuality and
Gender Identity project.

They are bringing Amazing Race Canada competitors Dr. James Makokis and Anthony Johnson to
Brandon. Their unique presentation will raise awareness, promote healing, and share knowledge
from their elders and Indigenous Leaders across Canada. It will also lead to community
empowerment and equal access and treatment for the individuals they represent. Service
providers and counsellors will facilitate conversation following the presentation. They will
connect participants with supports and plan next steps for their communities.

From the Davey Family Endowment Fund

$7,500 to Signal Hill Life Education Society (Langley, BC) in support of the Sisters Strong: Rising
Voices of Indigenous Girls project.

Sisters Strong: Rising Voices of Indigenous Girls is a youth-focused initiative by Signal Hill that
creates short films and lesson plans led by Indigenous voices. The project equips high school
students”especially Indigenous girls - with culturally relevant, hope-filled resources that
strengthen mental health, nurture leadership, and affirm intrinsic worth. By amplifying stories
too often unheard, Sisters Strong fosters reconciliation in practice and empowers the next
generation to flourish and contribute meaningfully to their communities.

Anti-Racism Programs

From the C. Jean Moore Endowment Fund

$2,850 to Beaconsfield United Church (Beaconsfield, QC) in support of the Taste of Home /
Taste and Togetherness project.

The Taste of Home and Taste & Togetherness projects at BUC support newly arrived Nigerian
refugee families by providing free, culturally familiar meals. Volunteers prepare traditional
soups and stews in the church kitchen, offering nourishment, comfort, and a connection to
home. Distributed during worship and fellowship, these meals ease financial strain while
fostering belonging and inclusion. This initiative reflects BUC's core values of compassion,
community, and support through our ongoing refugee integration ministry.
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From the the Living Spirit Fund

$15,000 to Nutrition Blocs (Ottawa, ON) in support of the Expansion of School Lunch program
for Children in Family Shelters project.

Refugee families are often housed in shelters without kitchen facilities. Their inability to cook
cultural home-cooked meals leads to their children arriving at school hungry, often leading to a
lack of focus and energy in classrooms and poor health. This program will deliver 50 fresh,
nutritious, and culturally-appropriate meals to these children each school day. In addition to
addressing their nutritional needs, this program will also reduce the stress and financial burden
on their families.

From the The United Church of Canada Foundation General Fund

$15,000 to Toronto Chinese United Church (Scarborough, ON) in support of the Open Table,
Open Hearts project.

Open Table, Open Hearts, is new project is inspired by the experience of the Canada “Hong Kong
United Heart initiative (2024), but takes a new direction”expanding beyond Hong Kong
newcomers to reach our neighborhood and the broader community. It fosters intercultural
connection through recreation, workshops, and outreach, sharing the United Church's openness
and strengthening both our Chinese and English ministries.

$9,000 to Toronto Chinese United Church (Scarborough, ON) in support of the Faith Formation
in Our Tongues project.

Faith Formation in Our Tongues is an innovative initiative to deepen discipleship across all ages.
It includes seasonal multilingual devotions and YouTube videos with creative materials,
discipleship programs, retreats, and faith-building courses for seekers based on the Alpha
model. By developing and sharing Chinese-language resources, we will strengthen spiritual
growth locally and across other Chinese Communities of Faith within the wider United Church.

Environmental Programs

From the Watkins Fund for Innovative Ministries with Senior Adults

$7,000 to Cantebury-Richmond PC (Canterbury, NB) in support of the Roots and Ridges project.
The Roots & Ridges project is a community garden initiative to promote social inclusion,
intergenerational connection, and volunteerism with seniors. The project will engage seniors as
leaders, volunteers, and mentors in the creation and care of an accessible community
garden.With a focus on accessibility, inclusion, and purpose, this garden will serve as a safe,
welcoming space where seniors”especially those facing social isolation, physical limitations, or
living on low income”can meaningfully participate in their community.
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From the Wesley C. Smith Estate Fund

$6,000 to Grosvenor park United Church (Saskatoon, SK) in support of the Young Climate
Champions project.

They want to bring young climate-concerned people together for support, consultation,
imagining, empowering, and organizing for climate-saving policies and actions. They will find
young leaders and provide honorariums to reach out and invite young people to come together,
in small facilitated groups, online and in person, as well as larger gatherings, to share climate-
concerns and shape collective climate actions like public walks, vigils, pray-ins, and other ways
of making their voices heard.

From the Alfred J. Mitchell Trust

$500 to St. Paul's United Church (Thunder Bay, ON) in support of the Roots of Creation: Faith &
Climate Event project.

The Roots of Creation: Faith & Climate Fair is a youth-led event at St. Paul's United Church in
Thunder Bay that blends faith and environmental action. Through interactive Action Stations,
participants learn practical sustainability skills with reflections on stewardship and justice. Led
by a local Climate Motivator student, the fair engages all ages”especially youth and families”to
build community, raise awareness, and inspire lasting eco-friendly habits rooted in care for
creation.

Supporting Communities of Faith Programs

From the Watkins Fund for Innovative Ministries with Senior Adults

$1,400 to Cole Harbour Woodside United Church (Dartmouth, NS) in support of the Memory
Cafe project.

Cole Harbour Woodside United Church wants to provide a free social gathering for older adults
living at home with dementia, and their care partner. They want them to feel valued and loved,
to inspire hope and foster connection with others. It will be held in their small Chapel with a
max of 22 people. They will have a Cafe once per month for 7 consecutive months per year with
live music or art, baked treats, drinks and conversation.

$1,100 to St. Martin's United Church (Saskatoon, SK) in support of the Seniors Hub Club at St.
Martin's project.

Health information is provided by a professional pharmacist on various topics related to aging.
A blood pressure check by a nurse is available. An exercise program operated by a trained
facilitator is provided. These exercises can be done at home. There is an entertainment
component with speakers on topics related to local issues or of interest to seniors. A musical
component can also be provided. Games follow with a healthy lunch.
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e 54,000 to St. Paul's United Church (Sidney, BC) in support of the The Community Kitchen Table:
Year 1 project.
Pre-pandemic, a free community meal, hosted by local churches, could be accessed in Sidney 5+
days/week. However, many of the host congregations were unable to resume this ministry post-
pandemic.St. Paul's seeks to contribute towards this vital function by offering a weekly, no-cost,
mid-day meal on Thursdays, one of the as-yet-unserved days. The Community Kitchen Table will
offer food, refreshment, conversation, and a safe place to gather indoors year-round. All will be
welcome.

e 53,000 to Woodlawn United Church (Dartmouth, NS) in support of the Stronger Together:
Building Resilient Communities project.
The project, Stronger Together: Building Resilient Communities offers programming events,
information and resources to the church and wider community to engage in collective projects
that reach the needs of Seniors, New Comers, Families and more. One focus will be on
addressing food insecurity for these groups. As well there will be a focus on offering resource
and information events and community building events geared to the community beyond the
church walls.

From the The United Church of Canada Foundation General Fund

e 52,500 to Toronto Chinese United Church (Scarborough, ON) in support of the Centenial Music
Concert - Seasons of Grace and Faithfulness project.
Seasons of Grace and Faithfulness celebrates the United Church of Canada's second centenary
through music that embodies deep spirituality, bold discipleship, and daring justice. Anchored
by Bruckner's Te Deum and enriched by original works from our conductor Kenneth C.K.
Yip”blending Chinese musical traditions with Western sacred heritage”the concert unites choirs,
musicians, and community. It gives thanks for God's faithfulness over 100 years while
envisioning an intercultural future of praise, justice, and radical welcome.

Children, Youth, and Young Adult Programs

From the Judy VanDuzer Memorial Fund for Children's Ministry and the C. Jean
Moore Endowment Fund

e $15,000 to BibleWoolies Inc. (Hampton, NB) in support of the BibleWoolies project.
BibleWoolies is a free faith formation web app, with plans to release a native app for iOS and
Android in 2026. Created for children ages 3-6 based on United Church of Canada values,
centering a joyful invitation to deep spirituality. Their content includes biblically-based videos
and games as well as prompts for off-line activities and resources for caregivers.
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From the Faith and Mission Endowment Fund and the Kingscourt United Church
Endowment Fund

$4,000 to Sherbrooke Lake Camp Council (New Ross, NS) in support of the Rooted in Faith:
Renewing Sherbrooke Lake Camp's Formation Program project.

Sherbrooke Lake Camp will rejuvenate its Faith Formation program to provide inclusive,
engaging, and age-appropriate spiritual experiences for children and youth. Through refreshed
Discovery, Flagpole, and Vespers sessions, new leader resources, and creative, nature-based
activities, the project will deepen faith connections rooted in United Church values of love,
justice, and care for creation”ensuring that campers and staff continue to grow spiritually in
community and in creation.

From the Wesley C. Smith Estate Fund

$3,500 to St. Johns United Church (Fall River, NS) in support of the Youth Ministry Cluster
project.

This project brings together youth from Halifax-area churches for monthly gatherings that build
community, nurture faith, and inspire action. Hosted at rotating churches, each evening centers
around a shared meal, engaging activities, justice-focused initiatives, and worship. By creating a
welcoming, collaborative space, we seek to support young people in growing spiritually, building
friendships, and practicing leadership while strengthening connections among congregations
across the region.

From the Watkins Fund for Innovative Programs and Projects in Addressing Poverty
and Children at Risk and the Davey Family Endowment Fund

$7,000 to St. Paul's United Church (Dundas, ON) in support of the St Paul's Summer Camp
project.

St. Paul's Summer Camp offers eight weeks of affordable, themed programming for children and
youth in Dundas, distinct from a VBS by providing full-day care and diverse activities in sports,
culture, environment, and creativity. An LIT program supports teens in developing leadership
skills. Subsidized fees, fundraising, and extended care ensure accessibility. Open to the wider
community, the camp provides a safe, inclusive space where youth can grow, build friendships,
and enjoy a fun summer.
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From the Wesley C. Smith Estate Fund and the Kingscourt United Church Endowment

Fund

$2,000 to St. Paul's United Church (Riverview, NB) in support of the Southeastern New
Brunswick (SENB) Regional Youth Group project.

This project will provide a welcoming and inclusive space for youth and young adults to connect,
strengthen their leadership skills, and be involved in social justice initiatives. The group will
partake in fun bonding activities and practice bold discipleship through volunteer and outreach
initiatives in the community.

Peace and Justice Programs

From the The United Church of Canada Foundation General Fund

$10,000 to Brunswick Street Mission (Halifax, NS) in support of the Red Door Cafe project.
The cafe provides a low-barrier safe space. The space is available 3 days a week alongside the
food bank hours. The project provides free food while offering social activities and mental
wellness supports, and volunteering opportunities. As part of Brunswick Street Mission's
Outreach Program, this project will be staffed by a social worker and dedicated volunteers to
provide resources to those with mental health, poverty, and food insecurity challenges.

From the Alfred J. Mitchell Trust

$4,000 to Canadian Association of Parish Nursing Ministry (Tecumseh, ON) in support of the
Canadian Association for Parish Nursing Ministry Conference Mental Health in Ministry: Faith in
Action project.

The upcoming conference, Mental Health in Ministry: Faith in Action, will bring together faith
community nurses, youth and lay ministry leaders, and others committed to fostering mental
wellness in faith settings. Over one weekend, participants will engage with experts from
Sanctuary Mental Health Ministries, Shalem Mental Health Ministries, the Canadian Mental
Health Association, and the Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario, gaining practical
tools”including labyrinth practices”to strengthen personal and congregational well-being.

From the C. Jean Moore Endowment Fund

$2,500 to Emmanuel United Church (Peterborough, ON) in support of the Catharine Parr Traill
College Partnership Dinners project.

Emmanuel United and the Catharine Parr Traill will enter into a partnership where Emmanuel
will provide one dinner monthly from October to April excluding December for approximately 75
to 120 students.



THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

FOUNDATION

From the Brian and Belva Piercy Endowment Fund

e 510,000 to Fish Creek Shared Ministries (Calgary, AB) in support of the Community Peace
Training: Nonviolent Activism In Action project.
Affirming Connections, a queer-led, faith-rooted organization, will host a four-week Community
Peace Training to equip allies, accomplices, and 2SLGBTQIA+ people with skills in nonviolent
activism, de-escalation, and community safety. Through online sessions and in-person
workshops with McKillop United in Lethbridge, participants will learn practical tools to form
Peace Teams across Southern Alberta”responding to rising anti-2SLGBTQIA+ rhetoric with
courage, compassion, and tangible strategies for justice and peace.

From the Watkins Fund for Innovative Ministries with Senior Adults

e $7,500 to Bedford House Community Ministry (Belleville, ON) in support of the Crossing Class
Lines: Building Community in Divided Times project.
Bedford House unites under-resourced and well-resourced participants to bridge class divides
through stories, shared meals, and collaborative learning. Using a Canadian study guide based
on Deborah Dundas' On Class, participants explore systemic barriers, hidden class rules, and
stigma. This 12-week curriculum, launching with local partners, empowers co-facilitators
(including two with lived experience of poverty) to lead sessions, gather feedback, and create a
replicable model that fosters lasting community change, inclusion, and participation across
generations and economic backgrounds.

e 55,000 to James Bay United Church (Victoria, BC) in support of the James Bay United Church
Community Lunch project.
By providing a 3 course hot meal and groceries James Bay United Church Community is reducing
Food Insecurity. Guests come early and stay later to visit and conversations are lively. By
providing a safe space they foster Social Connection and contribute guests' overall health. The
Lunch has grown from 5 to 70 guests since they began. Volunteers serve the meal and can chat
and get to know guests. By making connections, people gain confidence in running their lives.

e S$5,000 to Wellington Square United Church (Burlington, ON) in support of the Community Food
Program (CFP) project.
Supporting vulnerable populations, by providing weekly free nutritious food to 200+ people
which includes take away food and grocery items.In addition to providing increased food
security, CFP provides participants meaningful relational care and friendship, access to critical
services such as medical care, emergency housing supports, hygiene, household and clothing
supplies, mental and emotional health resources as well as Citizen Service Specialists to help
educate and connect people with available government resources.
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Faith and Justice Programs

From the Alfred J. Mitchell Trust

e 55,000 to Affirm United/S'affirmer Ensemble (Ottawa, ON) in support of the Drag and
Spirituality Summit project.
The Drag and Spirituality Summit took place October 17-19, 2025. They held drag performances,
workshops and panel discussions in a variety of locations: beginning at the Vancouver School of
Theology, then moving to St Andrew's-Wesley United Church, Shaughnessy Height United
Church, and Pacific Spirit United Church. This was the second time that the Summit has been in
Canada and the first year that Affirm United/S'affirmer Ensemble has been involved.

United, We Grants

6 grants were awarded in the 2025 Fall round from the United, We granting program
totalling $100,000. These grants are:

Grants awarded from the United, We Granting Fund

e $25,000 to Tatamagouche Centre (Tatamagouche, NS)

e 525,000 to Ecumenical Chaplaincy at the University of Toronto (Toronto, ON)
e $15,000 to Camp Cosmos (Montreal, QC)

e 515,000 to Rideau Hill Camp (Kemptville, ON)

e 510,000 to First United Church Community Ministry (Vancouver, BC)

e $10,000 to Maison Saint Columba House (Montreal, QC)

The “United, we” program provides financial support to United Church organizations and partners who
otherwise would not qualify for funding through existing granting programs. Funding supports the
organization’s impactful existing work without requiring new or innovative work to be undertaken or
tying the funds to a specific project.

Promotion Project Fund Grants

8 grants were awarded in the 2025 Fall round from the Promotion Project Fund granting
program totalling $50,000. These grants are:

Grants awarded from the Promotion Project Fund

e 510,000 to Spirit of Hope United Church (Edmonton, AB)
e 510,000 to Trinity-Clifton United Church (Charlottetown, PE)
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$8,000 to Knox-St. Paul’s United Church (Cornwall, ON)
$8,000 to Sydenham Street United Church (Kingston, ON)
$5,000 to Pembina Parish Pastoral Charge (Morden, MB)
$5,000 to Trinity United Church (North Bay, ON)

e 52,000 to Powell River United Church (Powell River, BC)
e 52,000 to Three Willows United Church (Guelph, ON)

The Promotion Project Fund supports the marketing efforts of United Church of Canada congregations
seeking to attract members, promote their ministry and programming, and retain/establish a strong
presence in their communities.

Other Grants

2 grants were awarded through special request, totalling 545,000:

e 520,000 to East Plains United Church (Burlington, ON) in support of the Burial Site Assessment
and Oil Tank Removal project from the United Church of Canada Foundation General Fund.
During the removal of a decommissioned oil tank located between the church building and the
adjacent cemetery, unforeseen expenses arose due to the discovery of human remains during
excavation in June 2025. In accordance with the Bereavement Authority of Ontario’s
regulations, a full Burial Site Assessment is now required. This includes not only archaeological
work, but also respectful engagement with Indigenous Nations connected to the land. Pending
the results of soil testing, environmental remediation may be necessary due to potential
contamination from the oil tank.

e 525,000 to Century Initiative (Toronto, ON) in support of the What Works Centre project from
The United Church of Canada Foundation General Fund. A big topic of conversation in the
Foundation sector is the growing polarization and professionalization of disinformation and
misinformation campaigns that are undermining a connected and tolerant society and
threatening democracy worldwide. Due to their focus on immigration and long-term planning,
Century Initiative want to launch a “What Works Centre”, which would deliver data and
research on immigration and long-term planning, practical tools, share risk intelligence, work to
shift narrative and storytelling, and convene with the intent to depoliticize immigration issues.
The goal is to support long-term planning through data-informed decision-making that helps to
align immigration with Canada’s long term economic and social priorities.

If you have questions about these awards, would like to apply for a grant, find out if your project is

eligible for funding, or would like to learn more about the Foundation, please contact us at 1-866-340-
8223 or by email at grants@united-church.ca
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