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“Breaking bread” is a description of a community eating together and sharing a meal, but by extension it’s also a symbol of all the resources we share, and the discerning we do about our own needs and what we can give. When we break bread, we set aside some for us and some to share. Where we break that bread, is a matter of discernment - a matter of faith. 
Do you know the story of Ananias and Sapphira? Ananias and his wife Sapphira were members of the early Christian church in Jerusalem. Acts chapter 5 records their sudden deaths after lying to the Holy Spirit about money. The first followers of Jesus did not consider their possessions to be their own but rather held in common to use what they had on behalf of those in want. Barnabas, a Levite from Cyprus, sold a plot of land and donated the proceeds to the apostles.
Ananias and Sapphira, following Barnabas's example, also sold their land but secretly withheld a portion of the proceeds. Ananias presented his donation to Peter. Peter replied, "Why is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit?" Peter pointed out that Ananias was in control of the money and could give or keep it as he saw fit but had withheld a portion of it. Peter stated that Ananias had lied to God. Because of his actions Ananias died on the spot and was carried out. Later, Sapphira arrived, unaware of what had happened. Peter asked her the price of the land that she and Ananias had sold, and she stated the same untruthful price that Ananias had given. She too fell dead.
This may seem like an odd choice when talking about giving generously and sharing resources.  Don’t worry. The point of this message is not that if you don’t give enough offering this morning God will strike you down.  This story is often told with the idea that God – either working through Peter or by Godself – caused the death of Ananias and Sapphira. But the scripture simply says that they fell down and died. 
It may be that God or Peter struck down Ananias and Sapphira or may be that the stress of hiding the wealth they were hoarding and the shame of being found out as hypocrites was enough to cause their hearts to fail. Either way it seems that it was their lack of generosity, of honesty and trust, that led to their demise. 
So, what does this tell us about living glad and generous lives?  If Ananias and Sapphira were more generous would they have met the same end? If they were able to give what they could, gladly, would the story have played out differently? 
We can’t know whether or not giving all of their money to the community would have spared their lives, but it may have changed the way they lived their final moments.  If they had generously given all that they had, if they had gladly invested in their community until their very last days – no matter when that may have been – they would have been surrounded by a community that supported them in their final moments, returning gratitude and surrounding them with joy. Instead, their dishonestly led them to be isolated from their community. 
Giving gladly and generously is not about how much you give, but about the manner in which you give it. The widow in our gospel lesson this morning is proof of that. She was only able to give two small copper coins, but she gave gladly and generously of what she had. The church has a calling to cultivate a spirit of welcome. Sharing abundance through community can transform lives, create connections, and remind us of the strength that comes from caring for one another. When abundance is shared, it communicates to others that they belong. A welcoming table is about connection and inclusion, not merely the food that’s offered. The first step to giving gladly and generously is evaluating what you have, and discerning what you need. 
I would like to share with you this morning a story of man who was actively aware of his needs and it allowed him to be a joyful and generous giver. 
This man was a little rough around the edges.  He had lived a hard life and was seen as just a bit odd by people in his community.  He regularly visited his old Cub leader.  He was hired to cut the Cub leader’s lawn.  He never came quite when he was expected, but the arrangement worked out well for both. 
One week when he came to mow the lawn, he brought a loaf of bread with him. Someone had given it to him knowing that he did not have a lot of extra income. The man knew he would not be able to eat the whole loaf of bread. So he brought it to his old Cub leader who lived with his wife and two grandchildren, and often had visitors stop by for lunch. 
His offering was a simple loaf of bread that probably only cost a couple of dollars, but the thought and care represented in the gift made it invaluable. 
It is important for us to regularly take a step back and evaluate what we are giving to the church. It is just as important to take stock of the spirit with which we are serving God’s people. 
Are you at the church so often that you are feeling burnt out and becoming frustrated with all your volunteer positions? Or do you have more free time than you used to, and could gladly offer more time to the volunteer work of the church? 
Are you struggling to make ends meet and need to revaluate your financial givings? Or have you not changed the amount you have given in many years and feel able to increase your givings? 
Maybe you have a unique skill you enjoy, like knitting or crocheting, that you could use to knit prayer shawls or warm winter clothing for people in need. 
Maybe you have the technical skills required to easily and joyfully update the church computer, or the ability to gladly perform regular maintenance on the building. 
Maybe you have a passion for music through which you can praise God in worship. 
We are all blessed by the unique skills, abilities and resources that enrich our community of faith. The heart of giving creates an opportunity to extend tables and welcome those who hunger… not just for food, but for belonging and love. 
Breaking bread gladly - discerning what we need and what we can give - is part of what it means to be “Called to be the Church”. When we all give generously of our time, talent and treasure we become the kind of community of faith exemplified by the Early Church that we read about in Acts.  
Think about how your support can guarantee that no one is left alone at the table, and every individual feels valued and nurtured. What might you be called to give today?
This sermon is adapted from a sermon created by Lisa Leffler for the Called to Be the Church stewardship series.
